Brooklyn and Surrounding area
Divorced voluntarily
Cigar maker Schletter put an end to his life.
Camille Schletter, 55 years old, who was staying at No. 14 Fayette Street,
committed suicide yesterday morning as a result of sadness caused by a
dream of earlier happiness with his wife. Schletter did not want his friends to
mourn his death, so he left in his last will and testament arrangements to hold
a posthumous funeral entertainment at the Brooklyn Labor Lyceum. Schletter
came here from Germany 30 years ago and was a prosperous cigar maker
until the panic of 1905 ruined his business. Since then, he's had to work for
the "Boss" again. Living separated from his wife for years, he always seemed
to think of well of her. In the night from Sunday to Monday he dreamed of
the happy time when he and his wife were still together in the old home
country, and this made him very melancholic the following day. When
Schletter wasn’t seen yesterday morning by 10:30, Benj. Schulz, with whom
he lived, went to his room and found the door locked, and received no answer
when he knocked. In the presence of police officer James Chrystal from
Hamburg Ave. Station, Schulz broke in the door. Schletter was found hanging
on a bedpost in a half-lying position. His body was still warm, but Dr. Doyle of
St. Catherine's Hospital, who was summoned, could not bring back the life he
had lost. On the table was a package with a note to deliver it to Mrs. Cecilie
Doell of No. 1477 De Kalb Ave. Mrs. Doell is Secretary of Branch 6 of the
Support Association for the Promotion of Cremation for the United States, of
which Schletter was a member. The package contained, among other things,
his membership book and a note saying, "Can no longer bear the woe."
Regarding the note that fell out of the book, the bequest had been arranged
by Schletter as follows: $50 for the undertaker and cremation of the body; $5
for Mrs. Doell for making the arrangements and $25 for refreshments, music
and lunch after his burial. Instructions will be followed. Schletter was also a
member of the Cigar Makers Union No. 149
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